Merkel cell carcinoma metastatic to the transverse colon: disease free after six years - cure or just prolonged remission?
Merkel cell carcinoma is an uncommon but highly immunogenic skin malignancy that has the potential to metastasize to any site in the body. Despite treatment many patients experience relapse, often to distant sites beyond the site of initial treatment. The development of distant soft tissue or visceral metastases is considered incurable, despite treatment with prognosis usually being measured in months. We report the case of an elderly man who developed colonic metastases from a head and neck primary and with treatment has survived disease free for over 6 years. Such reports are infrequently documented and highlight the unpredictable nature of this disease.